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SUBJECT: LEFTISTS RETAIN CONTROL OF FRANKFURT SPD 

1. SUMMARY: AFTER AN ABORTIVE ATTEMPT BY MORE 
MODERATE LEFTISTS GEBHARDT AND VOIGT TO FORM AN 
ALLIANCE WITH ARNDT'S LEFT-CENTER FACTION, THE EXTREME 
LEFTISTS HAVE REAFFIRMED THEIR CONTROL OF THE FRANKFURT 
SPD. END SUMMARY. 

2. SINCE THE LEFTIST MAJORITY ELEVATED FRED GEBHARDT 
AND KARSTEN VOIGT TO BE CHAIRMAN AND FIRST VICE 
CHAIRMAN, RESPECTIVELY, OF THE FRANKFURT SPD A YEAR 
AGO, THE TWO MEN HAVE ATTEMPTED TO ACHIEVE A MODUS 
VIVENDI WITH LORD MAYOR ARNDT’S LEFT-CENTER, MINORITY 
FACTION. THEY ARGUED THAT THE PARTY ORGANIZATION COULD 
ACCOMPLISH LITTLE IN CONFRONTATION WITH ITS OFFICE 
HOLDERS AND THAT THIS SPLIT COST VOTES. THEY 

MADE CLEAR THAT THE PARTY SHOULD REMAIN TO THE LEFT 
OF ITS OFFICE HOLDERS, BUT THEY CONTENDED THAT THE 
UTOPIAN POSITIONS ADVANCED BY THE LEFTISTS DEPRIVED 
THE PARTY OF CREDIBILITY IN THE ELECTORATE AND 
INFLUENCE ON ITS OFFICE HOLDERS. THE 9-6 LEFTIST 
MAJORITY WAS EFFECTIVELY REVERSED ON SPECIFIC ISSUES. 
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3. IN PREPARATION FOR THE MARCH 8-9 ANNUAL CONVENTION 
OF THE FRANKFURT SPD THE GEBHARDT AND ARNDT FACTIONS 
PREPARED A JOINT SLATE FOR THE 15-PERSON EXECUTIVE 
BOARD WHICH WOULD LEGITIMIZE THE 9-6 LEFT-CENTER 
MAJORITY. THOSE LEFTISTS WHO WERE QUOTE HARDEST WORKING 
AND LEAST OBSTRUCTIVE UNQUOTE WOULD BE RETAINED, BUT 
DOROTHEE VORBECK (SECOND VICE CHAIRMAN), ERICH 
NITZLING (TREASURER), ANITA BREITHAUPT AND ALEXANDER 
SCHUBART WOULD BE DROPPED. HANS MICHEL, CITY PARLIAMENT 
FACTION CHAIRMAN, SHOULD REPLACE VORBECK, AND EX-TREASURER 
HANS WOELL SHOULD REPLACE NITZLING. THE JUSOS 

AND OTHER LEFTSITS WERE FURIOUS AT WHAT THEY CONSIDERED 
GEBHARDT'S AND VOIGT'S QUOTE BETRAVAY UNQUOTE. 

SINCE THE LEFTISTS HAD NO CANDIDATE READY TO RUN AGAINST 
GEBHARDT, THEY SAID THEY WOULD VOTE RELUCTANTLY FOR 
HIS REELECTION BUT WOULD OPPOSE VOIGT AND SUPPORT 
RETENTION OF THE FOUR. 

4. THE GEBHARDT AND ARNDT FACTIONS APPARENTLY 
OVERRATED THEIR OWN PERSUASIVENESS AND STRENGTH. 

WHEN THE BALLOTING OCCURRED MARCH 8, GEBHARDT WAS 
REELECTED CHAIRMAN (AFTER THE LEFTISTS MADE CLEAR 
THAT HE HAD LOST THEIR CONFIDENCE) AND MICHEL BECAME 
SECOND VICE CHAIRMAN, BUT VORBECK REPLACED VOIGT 

AS FIRST VICE CHAIRMAN AND NITZLING WAS REELECTED 
TREASURER. VOIGT (WHO LEAVES MARCH 1 1 FOR AN IVP 
TRIP TO THE U.S.) HAD TO SETTLE FOR REVERTING TO BEING 
AN ORDINARY MEMBER OF THE BOARD. BREITHAUPT WAS 
REELECTED TO THE BOARD, BUT SCHUBART WAS NOT. THE 
NEW BOARD HAS EVEN STRONGER LEFTIST MAJORITY OF 10-5. 

5. THE FRANKFURT SPD WILL STILL GIVE FULL SUPPORT TO 
ARNDT FOR THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF THE SOUTH HESSEN 
SPD AT THE APRIL 11-12 DISTRICT CONVENTION BECAUSE 
HE IS A NATIVE SON AND BECAUSE HE IS TO THE LEFT OF 
PRESENT CHAIRMAN, MINISTER-PRESIDENT OSSWALD. 

GEBHARDT, AFTER ONLY ONE YEAR IN OFFICE, IS IN THE 
SAME UNENVIABLE POSITION HIS PREDECESSOR, FRED ZANDER, 

WAS IN 1973-4, NAMELY A CHAIRMAN WITHOUT A MAJORITY. 

HE AND VOIGT (WHO IS THE MOST IMMEDIATE LOSER) HAVE 
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